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Seaſonable and Serious 


Expoſtulation, &c.. 


Gentlemen, _© 
Jie very much whether 


you will do it now, becauſe _ 
think you never did take a- 


ny Advice kindly, that came from 


dent Reaſon, and with the moſt 
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a Member of the Church of Zug 
land, tho offer d to you upon evi- 


A 2 ſincere 
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Ver obtain from the preſent G ꝰ 


ſincere Deſign of doing Good to 
our ſelves as well as the whole 
ation; and therefore I don't give 
it you ſo much from any Hopes 
I have of your regarding what ] 


ſhall ſay, (tho' I wiſh you would) 


as out of pure Zeal to his preſent 


Majeſty Ring T GEORGE, and 
from a juſt Senſe: of that happy 
Security both of our Civil and Ne- 
ligious Liberties we now enjoy 
under him ; and in which Job 
have as large a Share as i 
ſtent either with common Pru- 
dence, or Safety, and more than 
which I am pretty ſure you will 


vernment, however ** may flat- 


ter your ” ſelves. with the Vain 
Hopes of having in due Time, (to 
ue the Words of a late famous 


Treaty Y the" like” Favor in all 
 , LTomgs 


EL Dentn Eon ate ne, 34: 1-3 


3 Things as the M. 
Church of England, now the moſt fa- 
voured, have, pee, and enjoy. 
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thers of the 


But, tho' Iam fully fatisfied; 
that you will never obtain your 
own Ends in the preſent Methods 

ou are uſing ; yet I have great 

eaſon to believe and fear, that 
you will thereby advance the De- 
figns of thoſe who have nothing 
ſo much at Heart, as your Deſtru- 


Gion as well as ours; Ours, I 


ſay, who have ſuffer'd too much 
already under the falſe 2 of 
being ſecret Friends to your Prin- 


ciples, not to be uneaſy under the 


Proſpect of ſuffering ſtill more 
from your unreaſonable as well as 
unjuſtifiable Practiſes at this Time, 


| which are not ſo little taken No- 
tice of, and diſliked, as perhaps 
you may imagine; and can have 
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„ 
no other Tendency at preſent, but 
to enflame the unhappy Diviſion 


amongſt the Members of the Eſta- 


bliſh'd Church, and are, I am a- 
fraid , entered upon with the 
wicked View, of raifing your ſelves 
ſtill higher, upon the fatal Conſe- 
uences of new Heats and Animo- 
ities in that Body. 
For to what other End can we 

aſcribe the ſly Infinuations in ſome 


late Sermons of yours, and the lit- 


again with us? No, ſo far from 


tle Pamphlets you are daily ſend- 
ing abroad in defence of your Se- 
paration, and full of ſtale ill- natu- 
red Reflections on the Church of 
"England ? Has there been a 
new Provocation'given you by any 

Writer on the Side of the Church, 
to enter the Liſts of Controverſy 


that, that many ha ve of late-wrote 
: ©» E + N 


%.. 


C2 + 


more in your Favour than I think 


became them, unleſs you had been 
in worſe Circumſtances than you 
can pretend to have laboured un- 


der for ſome Vears paſt, notwith- 


ſtanding ſome little ardſhips that 


may have been put upon you. 


Ihe true Reaſon then of your 


inning to write again with ſo 
— Pertpeſe and il Manners As 
gaioſt the Church, can be only this, 
that you think now is your Time 
to trample the poor Church under 


your Feet; you ſeem to imagine, 


(and ſome of your People have o- 
penly ſaid it) that you have now 
à King of your own Perſwaſion; 
and I fuppoſe a Houſe of Lords 
and Commons 'of your own Per- 
ſwaſion too, not excepting even 
the Venerable Bench of Liſhops. 
You probably conclude, that th 


A4 wicked 
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an, 

wicked and rebellious Beha viour 
of ſome of the profeſſed Members 
of the Church of England, both of 
the Clergy and Laity, has ſo ex- 
aſperated the King and Parliament, 
and Miniſtry, that for the Faults 
of a few in compariſon, (tho? bad 
enough, God knows) they. will 
ive up the whole Body of the 
Church of England, Clergy, and 
Laity, to you, and inſtead of them 
receive you into their more imme- 
diate Protection and Favour: Tis 


upon this preſumptuous and un- 
reaſonable Imagination that your 
preſent Behaviour ſeems to be 
99775 But for God's ſake let 


me ask ous few plain Queſtions 
r 


Fit, Do you really think chat 


it would be for the Intereſt or Ho- 


nour of his Majeſty to do as 


y 
U 
( 
t 
{ 
] 
{ 
| 


Danger of it (and real it would be 


. 
you ſeem to ſuppoſe he intends 
ro do, and defire he ſhould do? 
Or can it be any manner of Service 


to his Majeſty's Cauſe to ſuggeſt 
y? 


ſuch Things at this Time of 
Has not the Pretended Danger of 


the Church almoſt brought us to 


utter Ruin; and will not the Real 


if Things ſhould be as you ſug- 
zeſt) put us into a higher Fer- 
ment than we have ever yet been 
in? And will ſuch a Ferment 


help to ſtrengthen King George's 


Title, or ſecure him in the preſent 
Poſſeſſion of the Throne? 


Tho you don't know who Iam, 


yet you may'take my Word for it, 
that if you once offer to put your 
Foot into the Stirrup, to get into 


more Power than you now have, 
Prote- 
ction 


under any Countenance or 
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|  G&ion whatſoever, you will find a 
| .* more vigorous Oppoſition made a- 
gainſt you than you have ever met 
with yet ; and that then there will 
be no ſuch Diſtinction left as that 
when the main Diſpute ſhall be, 
whether A Church, or No Church, 
And can any Man of Senſe ima- 
gine, that King George will ever 
take ſuch Meaſures as will really, 
and upon very good Reaſon, diſ- 
guſt nine Parts at leaſt in ten of the 
Jation? And can Jan be his 
true Friends who are daily inſinu- 
ating ſuch Meaſures, and decla- 

ring both in Sermons and other Pa- 
pers, your Expectation of his ta- 
king them, as ſoon 4s you have 
prepared your People not only to 
expect, but perhaps demand them ? 


Hut it is not his Majeſty's Inte- 


11 ] 

reſt only, but his Honour too, that 
dur preſent Behaviour ftrikes'at, _ 
t is but an awkward Way indeed 

of making your Addrefles to him, 
to tell him, that you expect from 
his Goodneſs what he has fo often 
told both you and us, that he will 
never do: And it is upon that firm 
Confidence we have, that he will 
ever maintain his known Chara 
Seer of being punctually true to 
his Word, that we are under na 
other Uneafineſs on account of 
your preſent Behaviour, than that 
of ſeeing our Enemies triumphing 
in it, and flattering themſelves, 
that the King's Friends will, by 
their Indiſcretion, (to make the 
beſt of it) do him more Mifchief | 
than they have been able to do b7 
open Violence. And is not this a 
Matter worthy your ſerious Con- 
yt fideration ? 
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[12 ] 
fideration? Can you do a wiſer 
thing at preſent han to thank 
as we do, for the Preſerya- 
tion of your Liberties, Religious 
and Civil, and go on to mike a 
Uſe. of that invaluable Bleſ- 
ning, and not pretend to comple- 
ment the King's Goodneſs at the 
Expence:of his Honour and Truth, 
which however it may be to you, 
Will certainly be to him more valu- 
d able than any other Intereſt what- 
| foever. But, E 
© Secondly, Let me again * you 
for what . it is that you ex- 
pect ſuch great Favours from the 
pteſent Government! ? I ſuppoſe it 
i, becauſe you have been true to 
the erke, have lent your 
Money freely to carry on the late 
War againſt France, and to ſup- 
125 the. e Rebellion at 


Hott: nome, 


Au, 3 bus, 


Church of England ſhewed the 


„ re ey, 4. 69 eee 
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hom, and have as yet gone imo 


no Meaſures in Oppoſition to the 


preſent Eſtabliſnment. I readily 


acknowledge all this to be true 74 of 0 


but, my good Friend, are you the 
only Perſons who ha ve done this? 
have none of the true Sons of the 


fame Zeal in every particular at 
you have done? and are not they 
25 quiet under, as thankful, and 
as zealous for, the preſtnt happy 
Eftabliſhment as you can be? And 
do you think K ing George has not 


at leaſt as good an Opinion of their 


Merit as of yours, and as fincere 
an Intention to preſerve and re- 
ward them, as he can have to prot 
tect you? But how can this be 
done, if you, as you vainly ima: 
gine, are to be the only Favourites 
under this Reign? * 5 
1 0 


of England, Higb and Low altoge- 
ther, are to be ſubjefted to rg 
But befides this, give me leave to 
tell you, that whatever you may 
think of it, I can ſee no greater 
Merit in àny Man's Zeal of late 

for preſerving our preſent Conſti- 
tution, than there would be in de- 
fend ing himſelf againft a mad Dog, 
or the Violence of a Highway - man. 
Common Senſe either did, or 
might tell every Man, that we 
could not ſubſiſt any longer, either 
às a free, or a Proteſtant nou 
upon any other Bottom; an 
therefore I don't ſee that you or 
we did any more than it was our 
Intereſt as well as Duty to do, in 
the Stand we made againſt the late 
. Attempts to ſubje& us to Popery, 
and Arbitrary Power; and if we 
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had done leſs, we ſhould have 
10 | been 


Tas J 
been Fools, and ſomething worſe. 
?Y-. Butt is particularly plea ſant, or 
off rather indeed ſcandalous, to hear 
yi-Men talk of meriting -farther Fa- 
vours of the Government for lend- 
ing their Money freely, when they 
have been ſo well paid for it al- 
ready, as many of them have been; 
and when tis more than probable, 
that not one in a thouſand of them 
ever lent a Penny for the ſake of 
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their own private Profit and Ad- 
vantage; and thus I ſhall think, 
(however uncharitable I may at 
firſt View appear for thinking ſo) 
till I ſee a more truly publick Spi- 
rit poems amongſt thoſe who are 
daily laying the greateſt Claim to 
this fort of Merit, which I doubt 
not but our wiſe Salomon, and his y 
diſcerning Miniſtry, will ſee thro?, 
18 5 : | : and 
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the Government, but only for 


L 16 1 
and not think theſe Men deſerve | 
better than their Neighbours, who t 
ſeem plainly to have conſidered 
themſelves more than their Neigh- | 
bours, or the Publick, in all chat 
N dave done. 8 

17 birdly, I will ask you bur one fe 
Queſtion more, and that ſhall be, t 
Whether, in the Methods you are 

now taking, you act ſo gratefully I 
towards thole who, for your ſakes, a 
. 
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have been Rigmatiz'd” with the 
-opprobrious Names of Low Church- 
4 men, and Fanati:ks, as you ought 
to do? Youcan' t but know what 

an uncomfortable Life many of tis 
ha ve led on this Account for ſome 
Years paſt ; how we have been 
reviled, inſulted, abuſed, all man- 
ner of ways, as Enemies to the 
Church, and Friends to the Prin- 
n as well as Perſons of the 
* Diſſenters. 
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Diſſenters. God be thank d, we have 
born all this as became us, and are 
not at all ſorry that we have ſuf- 
fered theſe Reproaches for the con- 
at Iſeientious Diſcharge of any Part of 
Jour Chriftian Du 
e eſteem a true M eration to be; 


as you ought to do, whilſt you are 
endeavouring to deprive us of that 


happ Eſtabliſhment in the Church, 
e | which, we have ever had neareft 


to our H 
t | our moderate Behaviour towards 


t you; and which” you may believe 


we can never ſee giving way to 
any other o ppoſite Scheme of what 
e ſoever, without the 
ſoreft Grief of Heart imaginable z 
for though we think ſome Gnaller 
Matters may be altered for the bet- 


, and ſuch we 


but do you now reward us for this 


in the midſt of all 


, yet — as heartily love and 
B value 
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8 aur Dt. Church-Govern- 
meat in che Fundamentals of it, 
in Epiſcopacy, and an eſtabliſh d 
- , Liturgy, as any of its Members 
ou think 
that we who ha ve ſuffer d ſo much 
in skreening you from unneceſſary 
Seyerities, can take it very kindly 
to he undermined by you, as ſoon 
as ever you think you have it in 
your Power? I have done, and 
Hall conclude this Paper wth beg- 
ging vou to conſider ſeriouſſy 
What anſwer you Hught to give to 
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- theſe three veſtions, which are 
- now laid before you with no other 


55 but t 2 reſer ve this Church 


om being even yet 


Nation, 


| — by., the. Folly of ſome as, 
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Lords. 
Mr. Owen's Plain Dealing 
Schiſm without Se 
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UE Papers 
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ration without Schiſm. 
r. Calamy's Dedication to the 


Lady Levit. 
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